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At an art auction in 1987, Irises by Vincent van Gogh was sold. The price made
headlines around the world ( ) it was a record for a piece of art. Some people
said that $53.9 million was too much. They claimed that art prices would stop going up.

*
They argued that the art bubble would pop. (A)

Over the years, art prices continued to go up and up and up again. Then, 30 years
later, in 2017, Salvator Mundi by Leonardo da Vinci was auctioned. The buyer paid $450.3
million. This price broke the previous record by more than $150 million. It also raises some
questions: Is any painting worth so much money? Who can pay so much for art, and why
do they do it? And what is next for the art world? In other words, will prices continue to
rise, or will the art bubble pop and prices fall?

In the past, galleries usually bought important works ( ) put on display for

the public. These days, however, only the super-rich can afford to buy major pieces. For
example, Kenneth C. Griffin, who is a wealthy Am(ngican, spent more than half a billion
dollars to buy just two paintings. And Yusaku Maezawa, a Japanese billionaire, spent $98
million on art in just two days in 2016.

( ) do these people pay so much? First, many artworks are unique. This

makes them rare, and throughout history people( {1. common ones/ 2. more/ 3. paid/
A)

4. have always/ 5. for/ 6. rare things/ 7. than}. Second, works of art are beautiful,

and humans have always been willing to pay for beauty.

Are these paintings worth their sky-high prices? From an emotional point of view, the
answer may be yes if the buyer truly loves the work. And from a financial point of view,
the answer may also be yes; art prices continue to rise, ( ) buying art may seem
like a good investment. This may not be true in every case, however For example, the
idea that Leonardo da Vinci painted Salvator Mundi is controversml Some experts say that
it was most likely painted by one of his students. If this is true, the work's value could drop
hugely.

Many experts think that the art bubble will not pop any time soon, ( ) is bad

news for society. Art has both a financial value and a cultural value, and if people cannot



see great works of art, they will see less beauty and fewer examples of creative genius.
Perhaps fewer people will become artists because the art in galleries does not inspire them.
We must hope that those who pay $100 million or more for art will follow the example of
Jack Gardner and his wife Isabella Stewart Gardner. They were wealthy collectors

( III ) opened a museum in Boston to put their art on display for the public.

i Cengage Learning Inc. Reproduced by permission. www.cengage.com/permissions
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increasing attention to a product through advertising
the actions of someone who is being helpful by doing what is wanted

something that can bring money in the future
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the act of leaving your job and stopping working
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(1) The place ( ) we spent the summer vacation was beautiful.
O what @ which ® where @  how
(2) In giving a speech, we have to try to keep the audience from ( ).
@ have bored (2 boring (3 getting bored @) getting boring
(3) ( ) the guitar has been his hobby for many years.
@ Play @ Playing 3 Being played @ Played
(4) Please let me ( ) when you get to Toyohashi Station.
@ know @ to know 3  known @ knowing
(5) If you have time, could you help me ( ) the dishes?
@ hand @ eat @ go @ do
(6) I'm afraid you have the ( ) number. This is 03-1111-2222.
@ even @ odd 3 wrong @ strange
(7)  She has been watching television ( ) five hours.
@ at @ for ® since @ in
8) ( ) you like it or not, you must do it.

@O Whether 2 Because 3 How @ Why



(9) You don't know where Jane is, ( ) ?

@ didn't you @ isn't she @ is she @ do you
(10 I am looking forward ( ) from you soon.
@ hearing 2 to hearing @ to hear @ to be heard
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For thousands of years, humans have dreamed of taking to the skies. The ancient
Greeks told the legend of Icarus, a boy who flies so high ( ) the sun melts his
man-made wings and he crashes down to Earth. Across history, many more people have
died after jumping from a tower or cliff with wings that didn't quite work. Flying, for
humans, seemed an impossibility.

Yet many continued to dream of flying. One such dreamer was the great 15th-century
artist and inventor Leonardo da Vinci. He studied the flight of birds and even designed his
own flying machines, but they — and he — never left the ground.

Five hundred years later, standing on a windy hill in North Carolina, in the United
States, I was about to make the dream come ( ).

Unlike Leonardo, I had the help of a hang glider — a light, modern machine that makes
flying simple and safe enough even for tourist entertainment. I held on to the hang glider
as tightly as I could. Terrified, I ran down the hill, and suddenly, I was running in the air. I
was flying] What a thrilll Now I wanted more.

A friend in my hang gliding class suggested I next try a "tandem flight' — flying in a
hang glider made for two people. A small airplane carries you up 600 meters and then lets
you go. I decided to try it with my instructor, Jon Thompson. Up into the air we went.
When the airplane released us, it felt ( ) falling from a building, headfirs? "You
can fly now," my instructor said. After a few moments, I found the courage to turn the
glider a little to the left, and then a little to the right. I was more like a pigeon ( )
an eagle, but I was flying!

Of course, hang gliding is not the only way mankind has learned to enjoy the freedom
of flight. Today, many people skydive, while BASE jumpers — those who jump off
buildings, cliffs, and bridges — often get their thrills illegally. For a few exciting moments,
they experience free-falling — falling downwards with nothing to slow them — before they
open a parachute. "It's as close as human beings can get to flying like a bird," says BASE
jumper J.T. Holmes.

Switzerland's Yves Rossy might disagree. The wings he has invented for personal flight
have four small engines. He steers them just by moving his shoulders. For 10 minutes at a
time, Rossy seems to fly as free as a bird, having both power and control. One of his
longest flights was across the water from France to England. "It's awesome, it's great, it's

fantastic!" says Rossy. Since then, he has continued to improve his wing design, and hopes



he can "motivate the next generation of thinkers to do something different ... even if it

. o
seems impossible.

44 Cengage Learning Inc. Reproduced by permission. www.cengage.com/permissions
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how the Greeks were the first to try to fly
why some people continue to try to fly

how people have always dreamed of flying
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why many people hesitate to fly
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People jump from airplanes.
Parachutes are used.

It is often illegal.
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People experience free-falling.
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Yves Rossy invented wings with engines that a person can wear.

The author describes her first hang gliding experience as disappointing.

Leonardo da Vinci designed flying machines but never flew in one.
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Jon Thompson teaches people how to hang glide.
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Rick:

Isabel:

Rick:

Isabel:

Rick:

Isabel:

Rick:

Isabel:

Rick:

Hello?
Rick, Rick, is that you? I have to talk to you.
Isabel, hil What's all the excitement about?
Well, ( ) you remember that competition I entered, just for fun, a few
weeks ago?
Yes, I can. I remember you doing it in the coffee shop. It was the one in the
newspaper, wasn't it? Didn't you have to name a lot of capital cities?
Yeah, that's it. Well, get this, I won! I came in first!
No way! I don't believe it! ( ) the prize?
A trip to New York.
You must be kidding! That's amazing. For ( ) ?
Just three days — but it's three days at the Ritz Carltog, of all places!
Well, you should be able to do a lot in three days. And the Ritz Carlton! I'm
impressed! Doesn't that overlook Central Park?
Yes, it does.
I thought so. Not that I've been there, of course.
Well, you can now.
(A) How would I ever be able to?
Well, it's a trip for two and I'd really love it if you would come with me. Will you?
You can't be serious? You know I'd love tol But why me? You should be taking
David, right?
Didn't you hear? David and I broke up.

(7]
Oh, I'm sorry! I didn't know. ( ) did this happen?

Well, a couple of weeks ago. We hadn't been getting along well for a while.

Well, what can I say? How could I possibly refuse an offer like that?
Then you'll come?

I certainly will.

{144 © American Headway 4, Liz Soars, John Soars (c) Oxford University Press 2016. Reproduced with permission of
the Licensor through PLSclear.
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For here or to go?

May I have some change?

What do you mean?
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Can I take a rain check?
3 KO TR & B b ERASE D O F RO S\,
David and I stopped by there.

David and I are no longer together.

David and I have been there before.
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David and I had been in the hospital.
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